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New school year brings heightened focus on security, technology, and state testing 

The start of school is one of my favorite times of the year. I love the enthusiasm and the promise it brings and I get 
excited about our classrooms coming alive again.  Last week, Williamsville welcomed back over 10,000 students to our 13 
schools. As the new year commences, I would like to take this opportunity to briefly address three important issues.  

New this year, all fifth graders – approximately 800 students – received school-issued iPads. Mobile learning tools 
facilitate a higher order of learning, further developing students’ critical thinking and problem solving skills.  In addition to 
our 1-to-1 fifth grade initiative, we have expanded the use of mobile devices across all grade levels. At the high school 
level, we are piloting a “bring your own device” program with a select group of teachers and students. The district has 
reallocated money from our existing technology budget to put 21st century learning tools in the hands of our students at 
no additional cost to our community.  

Also new this year, we are adding 185 security cameras across the district. These upgrades are funded by the 2012 
Capital Project approved last December and the 2013-14 budget, which earned voter approval in May. The wiring for the 
new cameras was completed during the summer and the installation of the cameras has begun.  This enhanced 
surveillance system will allow our school administrators to clearly view areas throughout their buildings anytime during 
the school day. In the event of an emergency, the Amherst Police Department can pull up a live feed from any camera on 
school grounds. We are also in the process of implementing a new, ID-card access system for all employees and more 
safety drills will be conducted at all schools as the year progresses. We remain committed to our partnership with parents 
and the Amherst Police to provide a safe learning environment for our students and staff.    

The final point I want to address is the recently released state assessment results. The 3rd through 8th grade English 
language arts and math assessments scores were announced by the New York State Education Department (SED) in 
August. The assessments, administered this past spring, were based on the new, more rigorous Common Core Learning 
Standards adopted in 45 states. There has been much reported in the media due to the dramatic decrease in student 
performance on these standardized tests. The recently released scores were a departure from what almost every district 
in New York state, including Williamsville, was used to obtaining. The decline was anticipated by the SED because it 
decided to test students on the Common Core Learning Standards knowing that the new standards had not been fully 
implemented.  In a letter to parents dated August 7, Education Commissioner John B. King states, “The change in test 
scores does not mean that students are learning less or that teachers and schools are performing worse than last year.” 
Rather, the assessment results establish a new baseline and represent a starting point as school districts move forward 
with full implementation of the Common Core Learning Standards.  

What does this mean in Williamsville?  To begin, it is important to recognize that these assessments are only one 
measure of ELA and Math proficiency. We will continue to use multiple measures of performance to meet the academic 
goals for each and every child.  Currently, we are analyzing the test results to identify strengths and help guide our 
instructional focus for the coming year. We recognize that there are gaps at certain grades in some schools and 
improvement plans will be implemented to directly address those areas. But it is important to keep these revamped scores 
in perspective. The scores are a snapshot taken at one point along a child’s learning continuum. It is worth noting that 
Williamsville consistently graduates 96 percent of our students who are, indeed, college and career ready.  

As a leader in education, our district will implement the Common Core with fidelity in accordance with the state 
mandate, providing teachers with the tools and training they need to help their students master the new standards.  We 
remain confident in the work our teachers and school administrators are doing daily to support students, and we will 
continue to celebrate the joy of learning in our schools, which goes beyond what any bubble sheet can measure. 

More information on the assessment results will be provided to parents by their child’s school in the coming weeks.   
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